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The new ambulances operate around the clock, assisting women and children on their way 
to the hospital. No matter the time, day or night, they travel to remote rural villages to 
allow those in need to complete their journeys. 

 

Over 100 women have been transferred to hospital 
using the ambulances with the majority of these 
going to hospital to deliver their babies. The 
ambulances are available to the whole community 
when they require assistance.  

Each year in Kenya, 40,000 babies and 14,700 
women die from complications during childbirth 
and pregnancy. 

But the arrival of the ambulances, along with the 
steadfast work of our partners, means that in the 
last 12 months not a single mother or child has 
died in any of the villages in Narok County where 
our partners are working. 

Let’s repeat that: in the last year not a single 
mother or baby has been lost! 

This exciting news was brought to us by Rodney 
Kaleke during his recent trip to the UK where he  

 

met with supporting churches and schools in 
Yorkshire and the North East. 

Rodney is the project coordinator for the TRDP 
(Transmara Integrated Development Programme) 
maternal and child health project in Narok County, 
Kenya. Rodney’s childhood was quite typical. 
Growing up in a rural village in Narok country he 
wanted to be a cow herder or a shepherd but his 
older brothers were already looking after the 
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family’s animals so his father insisted that Rodney 
go to school. This meant a long walk of several 
miles to the nearest town each day but for Rodney 
it was worth it- he loved school. It was there that 
he first encountered a nurse. This was in contrast 
to the village where he lived where they only had 
traditional herbs and remedies for when someone 
fell ill. It was the interactions with his school nurse 
that inspired him to a career of bringing healthcare 
to his community. After school he trained to 
become a midwife (not an unusual career among 
men in Kenya) before moving into international 
development in his current role. 

In fact Rodney is still a practicing midwife. Two 
days before he travelled to the UK, Rodney was 
contacted by a community volunteer to say that a 
mother was in labour in a village over 30km way 
from the nearest hospital. Rodney travelled in the 
ambulance to pick her up and bring her to hospital. 
They started the journey but the labour progressed 
quickly and she gave birth to a healthy baby boy in 
the ambulance, assisted by Rodney. 

During his visit to the UK, Rodney described the 
many reasons why so many women previously gave 
birth at home, rather than in hospital with trained 
medical support. He said, ‘Firstly, there’s the 
distance they must cover – often half a day’s  walk, 
30-40km away. Secondly, culturally, due to the 
involvement of Traditional Birth Attendants,’ 
mothers normally give birth at home but there are 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

many dangers if they run into complications. In the 
absence of skilled hands, many women die. Thirdly, 
there is patriarchal decision making. The men make 
decisions in the household and they do not 
understand what support a mother needs. Often 
the men do not provide transport or the fare to 
reach the hospital. Lastly, there are the wild 
animals - lions and big animals like elephants roam 
free so women may be attacked.  

Now, because of your support, women and 
children are able to access the care they need. 
Women are increasingly empowered to make their 
own decisions about their reproductive health and 
are safe to travel to hospital, partly as a result of 
the mother-to-mother support groups set up by 
our partners. Rodney added, ‘We are seeing a 
community that is much more informed today, a 
community that is looking to the future - a future 
of healthy families and individuals.’ 

Thank you for your ongoing support for this 
project. Your prayers and financial giving are 
making a profound difference to the lives of 
mothers, fathers and children in Narok County. 
Please continue to pray for Traditional Birth 
Attendants as they are trained by our partners, and 
for the ambulances that they continue to reach 
people in need. Please pray that they would know 
that they are part of God’s plan in bringing new life 
to our world. 

Is your fundraising enthusiasm starting to wane? Why not gather for an evening of 
Kenyan cuisine? If goat stew doesn’t quite appeal you can try grilled corn-on-the-cob 
and sukuma wiki (spiced kale). Whatever you decide, be sure to finish it off with a cup 
of chai tea. 

We’d love to hear about your fundraising efforts so please email photos to: 
churchfundraising@christian-aid.org 
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